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OUR
MISSION
City Growers harnesses the wonders of nature
to increase environmental and food literacy,
cultivate curiosity, and provide transformative
experiences for urban youth. We use urban
agriculture to teach kids about where food
comes from and why it matters.

Amanda Blevins,
1st Grade Teacher,
NYC Department of Education

Dear Fellow City Growers,
Each year, City Growers has created innovative new food and environmental
education programs, steadily expanded the number of students who
participate in them, and ensured that children from low income families
comprise the lion’s share of our participants. We could not accomplish all of
this without our incredible community of supporters: the people, companies,
elected officials, foundations, schools, parents, and government agencies
that provide grants, donations, sponsorships, and program revenue make
what we do possible. Some highlights from FY2017:
City Growers launched Summer in the Soil, an urban agriculture camp for
elementary and middle school-aged kids based at PS 20 in Brooklyn. Thanks
to continued funding from NYC’s Department of Youth and Community
Development, 30 kids spent their summers growing, learning, and exploring
NYC’s green spaces, free of charge.
In February, the City Growers Education Conference brought over 340
educators together to share knowledge, inspiration, and best practices in
farm- and garden-based education. The City Growers Education Conference
showcases the many ways that urban green spaces can be utilized to teach,
empower, and nurture young people. Together, we can bring garden-based
learning to more children in NYC.
Thanks to the Kettering Family Foundation, we launched a new program
at a new location: Urban Ecology at the Naval Cemetery Landscape
right outside the Brooklyn Navy Yard. We’re thrilled to partner with fellow
environmental nonprofit Brooklyn Greenway Initiative, who manage the site,
to deliver a dynamic, place-based native plant and pollinator workshop for
elementary schools.
In 2017 alone, 7,264 students participated in our programs. Thanks to
support from New York City Council Members Jimmy Van Bramer and
Stephen Levin, companies like Con Edison, and foundations like the Lily
Auchincloss Foundation, 70% of participating children attended Title 1
(high poverty) schools.
We believe that getting students’ hands in the “black gold” atop green
roof farms brings STEM subjects to life. We believe that every kid should
experience the wonder of harvesting a brightly-colored carrot that they
planted as a tiny seed just weeks earlier. In order to turn these beliefs into
experiences for the children who need them most, we rely on you. As you’ll
see from the images in this report, the fruits of our collective labor have
certainly paid off. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Executive Director
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Established in 2011, City Growers is a separately-funded nonprofit
organization, aiming to fully utilize the educational potential of two
rooftop farms from Brooklyn Grange located in Brooklyn and Queens.
We received our first grant in 2012 from the Greening Western
Queens Fund. Additional funding in the form of grants and individual
donations have allowed City Growers to expand our hands-on,
experiential programming facilitated in school gardens and green
spaces throughout the city.

2017 YEAR IN REVIEW
• 8,480 students visited the farm from 163 schools and organizations
city-wide
• 1525 kids participated in garden workshops led by City Growers on
site at local schools
• We taught 456 schools kids in the classrooms in 7 schools about
compost and honeybees
• The first ever class of City Growers after schoolers “graduated” the
three year program
• We launched an Urban Ecology program
• The City Growers Education Conference brought over 340 educators
together to share knowledge, inspiration, and best practices in farmand garden-based education.

OUR
HISTORY

FARM
WORKSHOPS &
INTENSIVES
PRE-K–12

90% of students “tried
something new”

The first programs to be developed, Farm
Workshops and Intensives are the bedrock of
City Growers’ programs, and have engaged
over 36,000 students. Using beautiful Brooklyn
Grange rooftop farms as learning laboratories,
90-minute workshops (Farm Explore, Insect
Investigators, and Honeybee Education)
and intensives (Growing Urban Farmers and
Rainbow On Your Plate) expose students to the
hows and whys of urban agriculture, and give
them a new perspective on their city.

40% of students overcame
their fear of bees

SCHOOL
GARDEN
RESIDENCIES
K–5

Our School Garden Residency program
sends a City Growers educator to a school
garden once a month over five months
to deliver hands-on, outdoor education
lessons focusing on where food comes
from. School Garden Residencies engage
students in food cultivation from seed
to harvest, while increasing teachers’
comfort levels in the garden through coteaching and modeling.

1,376 hours of
outdoor education were
delivered in 2017

“Our kids were
completely engaged.
They loved to taste, to
touch, to learn.”
-6th grade teacher

FARMER
IN THE
CLASSROOM
K–9

The 48 classes that built
worm bins with City Growers
diverted over 7,000 lbs of food
waste — and counting— from
landfills in the 2016-17
school year alone
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Farmer in the Classroom workshops offer
educational experiences for schools looking
to expand students’ understanding about
agriculture and the urban environment during
the colder months. These workshops, Compost
in the Classroom and Honeybee Education,
engage students in hands-on activities that
dig deeper into the fascinating worlds of
worms and bees.

SUMMER
IN THE SOIL
CAMP
K–5

Summertime is ripe for learning, and
camp is the perfect format for exploring
the natural world and celebrating food’s
earthly origins. Summer in the Soil camp
engages children in gardening, cooking,
green arts, STEM, and hands-on activities
that inspire stewardship, celebrate good
food, and foster creativity, curiosity, and
friendship.

100% of campers tried a new
vegetable or fruit at camp

“I loved how [my
son] came and had
conversations with me
about different plants
they were growing and
tasting them-such as
mint and little green
peppers and more.”
—Parent
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URBAN
ECOLOGY
9–12

Launched in Spring 2017 with a generous grant
from the Kettering Family Foundation, Urban
Ecology is a two-workshop program that
introduces students to the concepts of native
plant restoration, pollinator pathway creation,
and biodiversity in our city. This place-based
workshop—which empowers students to
become stewards of their urban environment—
is held at the historic Naval Cemetery
Landscape, a native plant restoration site.

B.E.E.S. AND
BEANSPROUTS
AFTER SCHOOL
3-5 & 6-8

69% of participating students
could explain what native
plants and invasive plants
were, a 58% increase from the
beginning of the program

70% of students surveyed
said they care about where
their food comes from, a 35%
increase from the beginning of
the program to the end.

“It was such an engaging
program—the kids loved it
and learned A LOT.”

“It’s fantastic!!!! My child is
definitely more conscious about
what she eats and knows that fresh
produce is an important part of
being healthy. The staff is nurturing,
caring, and very knowledgeable.
Thanks for an incredible year!”
—6th grade BEES parent

—2nd grade teacher,
Urban Ecology workshop

URBAN
ROOTS
9–12

15 high school students
spent a combined 1,842
hours farming the roof,
teaching others about urban
agriculture, cooking with
farm-fresh produce, and
learning about food justice.
The number of students who
reported cooking with fresh
ingredients increased by 71%
from the beginning to the
end of the program.
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Urban Roots Youth Leaders is a summer
training program and internship that immerses
teens in urban agriculture and pedagogical
training, empowering them to become
environmental peer educators. Based at the
Long Island City, Queens farm, participants are
encouraged to apply for summer and seasonal
jobs at City Growers. Urban Roots participants
have worked as camp counselors and in our
after school programs.

CITY GROWERS
EDUCATION
CONFERENCE

347 people attended 40
workshops facilitated by 33
organizations and institutions

Brooklyn Borough President Eric
Adams gave an inspiring Keynote
address about his experience
overcoming diet-related disease
through a plant-based diet.

Funded by NYC’s Department of Youth
and Community Development and based
at P.S. 20/Academy of Arts and Letters,
B.E.E.S. (middle school) and Beansprouts
(elementary school) are urban farming
and ecological stewardship after school
programs. Whether cooking healthy meals,
making lip balm from beeswax, or digging
for worms, this program allows kids to be
kids, without the structure and stress of the
school day.

The City Growers Education Conference
was established in 2016 in response to
sentiment that, despite the many wonderful
urban agriculture conferences in NYC, the
educators who use these spaces to teach
and nurture young people didn’t quite fit in.
Drawing a diverse group of traditional and
informal educators, the conference shares best
practices in farm- and garden-based education,
empowering teachers to make the most of the
green spaces available to them to educate and
inspire young people.

EDUCATION CONFERENCE
FEBRUARY 27, 2016 • BROOKLYN, N.Y.

As a panelist, NY State Assembly
Speaker Felix Ortiz spoke about the
motivations behind his longtime
commitment to urban agriculture.
CITY GROWERS ANNUAL REPORT—2017
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RAVEN CHEN

KATIE CUTHBERT

What is your favorite part about City Growers camp and why?
I like going on field trips to places like Governor’s Island and when we did scavenger
hunts in the garden.

Why did you decide to become a City Growers intern?
Right after graduating from college I moved to Brooklyn from upstate New York.
I felt pretty culture shocked and was searching for jobs and internships in green
spaces. I had studied environmental education in school and teaching about the
natural world was my passion, so City Growers was a great fit!

3RD GRADE STUDENT

What was your favorite part of when City Growers came to your school
garden?
I liked picking and trying the kale.
Tell me something that you learned with City Growers.
I learned that there are some weeds you can eat!
Did you try anything new at City Growers?
I tried lemon sorrel.
If you could be a worm, a bee or a carrot; what would you be and why?
The worm and the bee because, the worm can help the plant grow in the soil and
the bee helps pollinate to make the plant grow.

CITY GROWERS INTERN

Which programs and projects have you worked on as part of your internship?
I worked as a farm education intern, assisting educators and learning about honeybees, chickens, composting, and farming! I also had the opportunity to aid with
City Growers’ Education Conference (CGEC).
Describe your most memorable moment as a City Growers intern.
Working at CGEC was memorable and rewarding. I saw all of my co-workers’ and my
own hard work come together, and learned so much at the workshops I attended.
Hearing about the work of fellow educators was invigorating, and I was proud that
I helped to bring everyone together!
What have you learned from your internship that you didn’t previously know?
I didn’t know anything about honeybees before I was an intern at City Growers. My
supervisor suggested that I read The Queen Must Die, a book all about the bees.
I became passionate about learning more, and by the end of the internship I was
even able to do a hive installation.
What is your favorite vegetable to grow, and why?
My favorite vegetable to grow is potatoes! Potatoes were one of the first crops
I planted in my garden growing up. To me, harvesting potatoes is like digging for
gold—you never know how many you will find hiding in the soil.

STUDENT AND INTERN
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As a strong supporter of education, why do you think it is important for
kids (adults too) to know where their food comes from?
Without understanding where our food comes from, we can’t truly appreciate
it. It’s important for everyone to understand the work that goes into producing
food and the impact it has on the environment. Experiences at City Growers
help learners of all ages reframe the way they think about food production in
the city.
What was your impression of the City Growers rooftop farm at 37-18
Northern Boulevard?
The farm is amazing! It’s such an asset to this community and to the whole
city. Standing on the farm, spread across the rooftop with the amazing view
– it really changes how you think about urban farming and reconsider what’s
possible.
If you were a vegetable, what kind of vegetable would you be and why?
I’d be a carrot. They are hearty, nutritious and sweet – and come in a variety
of colors!

JIMMY VAN BRAMER
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER

Council Members receive many funding applications for some great
causes. Why did you decide to support City Growers?
City Growers provides amazing programming that is really important for kids in
New York City. These opportunities for kids to have hands-on experiences on the
farm where they learn about the natural world and the foods they eat are transformative. I’m proud to fund organizations that take unique and thoughtful approaches
to educating our kids and caring for the environment.
As a native New Yorker, why do you think City Growers’ programs are
important for kids in NYC?
When I was growing up in Astoria, we didn’t have programs like this. I would have
loved to get my hands dirty and to have a better understanding of the connection
between myself, food, and the environment. People who grow up in more rural
settings have access to nature and farming in ways that kids here just don’t. City
Growers makes sure that young people in New York City have these opportunities, giving them a more well-rounded education and a better understanding of
our world.

10
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What do your students have to say about spending time on the farm / at the
Naval Cemetery / in the garden?
My students always looked forward to our time with our educator, Hillary. They
arrived with questions and usually left with more questions, because she inspired
them to want to learn more. It provided opportunities for students to practice cooperation with others, take risks and try new things, and problem solve.
What would you like your students to remember about food and where it
comes from?
I hope students remember that food does not just appear in the grocery store. I
hope they remember that it takes time to grow fruits and vegetables and it’s an
ongoing cycle. I hope my students begin to acknowledge and appreciate all the
people involved in bringing food to them. I hope my students take their learning
to find their purpose as active and engaged members of their communities who
continue to make the world a better place.
If you were a vegetable, what kind of vegetable would you be and why?
If I were a vegetable, I would be a purple carrot: I’m resilient, strong, and creative.

AMANDA BLEVINS

1ST GRADE TEACHER, NYC DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
What was your first impression of City Growers and its mission?
I admired City Growers’ mission to provide children living in a city the opportunity
to learn more about environmental and food literacy, and as the program unfolded
I was impressed by how the organization implemented their mission—particularly
with the educators’ understanding of child development. They were very aware of
young students’ needs to move and explore. Our educator was always so prepared
with visuals and total physical response (TPR) activities that helped all students
have access to the learning content and have fun. The quote “bloom where you
are planted” comes to mind, not just because of the theme of environmental and
food literacy: City Growers took our school’s only outdoor space (a parking lot) and
helped our students and teachers build, develop, and sustain a beautiful garden,
something our entire community can enjoy. We also went on field trips to the
Brooklyn Navy Yard and got to explore and contribute to their urban agricultural
oasis.
As a teacher, how has working with City Growers shaped your classroom
lessons?
Working with City Growers has promoted authentic learning opportunities to guide
students to be curious, committed, and caring community members now and as
they grow. We have used the garden to teach content ranging from the life cycle
of a plant to adjectives to cooperation and empathy. Students implicitly took what
they learned from the gardening workshops and the field trips and transferred it to
their informational writing. Those opportunities were also a great supplement to
the students’ work with the Food Bank’s Cookshop program.

12
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OUR
REACH
In just six years, City Growers has planted over
half a million seeds across New York City. We’ve
helped shape over 40,000 young minds and we’ve
branched out in all directions, taking root in the
five boroughs and beyond (hello Saskatoon,
Canada). Each dot on this map—there are 147 of
them— represents a school or organization that
City Growers partnered with in 2017. In an effort
to maximize our impact and reach the kids who
need our programs the most, we strive to work
with as many Title 1 (under-resourced schools in
low income neighborhoods) schools each year as
possible. In 2017, two-thirds of our school partners
fit this criteria.

BROOKLYN
STATEN
ISLAND
Schools from 2017
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City Growers’ educational approach is rooted in experiential
learning theory. Our programs use exploration of the natural
world—planting, growing, life cycles, pollinators—to help
young city dwellers connect with their environment and their
food. All year long, in classrooms, at urban gardens, and on
the largest rooftop soil farms in the world, our educators
open eyes, hearts, and minds to the beauty and complexity
of nature that surround us; yes, even in New York City!

OUR
APPROACH

OUR
TEAM
City Growers’ dynamic team is made up of
dedicated individuals who care about educating
the next generation of environmentalists,
scientists, urban planners, conservationists,
foodies, and farmers; it’s important work, we
think. If you love hands-on learning and want
to invest in the unlimited potential of the next
generation we invite you to inquire within!

STAFF
CARA CHARD

MALLORY SUSTICK

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

FARM EDUCATOR &

Adores rainbow chard for its bright colors, cold
hardiness, and excellent name.
Cara is a passionate advocate for hands-on, experiential
learning through farm education. Cara, an experienced
educator and veteran beekeeper, is committed to
creating new opportunities for children and teens to
experience a true sense of wonder about the world
around them. Cara sees rooftop farms as ideal places to
cultivate young minds to become healthy, informed,
conscious, and creative thinkers.

COURTNEY EPTON
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
Finds magic in a melon.
Courtney, a veteran NYC public school teacher, can’t
imagine a better place for kids to learn than up on the
two rooftop farms at Brooklyn Grange. She loves to see
students teaching themselves through observation,
and teaching each other through investigation
and inquiry. As Director of Education, Courtney is
passionate about advancing City Growers’ mission
of fostering a sense of ecological understanding and
stewardship among NYC students.

NICOLE SHERMAN
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Delights in introducing children to ground cherries.
Nicki’s love of gardening is only surpassed by her love
of teaching. At City Growers, she shares her passion for
growing healthy food in a sustainable way with children
and teens every day. Nicki, who majored in Environmental
Studies at Fordham University, gardened with kids all
over NYC as a NYCHA garden coordinator, a Battery
Urban Farm Apprentice, and a City Growers farm
education intern, before becoming Program Manager
in 2013.
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COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
Refreshed by the crunch of a cool cucumber in
the city’s summer heat.
After farming through WOOF (Worldwide Workers
On Organic Farms), Mallory spent four years working
at a startup re-imagining farm to city food distribution.
A former Brooklyn Grange Farm Apprentice and
educator at the Queens County Farm Museum, Mallory
is interested in how people relate to the source of their
food from an urban perspective. As a Farm Educator,
Mallory is inspired by how youth education can
impact the trajectory of our food system.

SAMANTHA JOHNSON
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Loves a pepper with some kick.
Activist, advocate, and educator, Sam’s support of others
has been a constant throughout her life. Sam cares
deeply about her community, and her MA in Social Work
and a BA in Sociology help to strengthen her relationships
with the young people she serves. As Program Director
of the B.E.E.S. After School Program, Sam believes that
urban agriculture, exposure to innovation, and access to
healthy, whole foods has the power to change the lives
of participating kids, and kids everywhere.

HILLARY HOROWITZ
PROGRAM ASSOCIATE
Puts the “nut” in butternut squash.
As a Brooklyn native, Hillary’s passion for working with
city youth led her to City Growers, where she started as
an intern and grew to work in the B.E.E.S. After School
Program, summer camp, and school-based workshops.
Hillary believes in the power of food; that exposing youth
to urban agriculture and showing them where food
comes from has the power to transform lives.
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STAFF
RENEL SAINT JOUR

FREDA XIN

FARM EDUCATOR—B.E.E.S. AFTER
SCHOOL GROUP LEADER

TUTOR & EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Layered like an onion.
Educator, apiarist, and horticulturalist, Renel hopes
to share his passion with inner city youth who lack
access to knowledge about the natural world and food.
Renel believes that through the exploration of nature,
one can come to build an appreciation and respect for
the environment. A graduate of economics and political
science, Renel hopes to affect change through positive
interaction with youth.

Sings the praises of sugar snap peas
Freda’s commitment to giving back to her community
is evident through her many long-term volunteer
positions, from tutoring at her local middle school
to writing curriculum for after school programs.
Although Freda joined City Growers in the same
capacity, her love of children, patience, and attention
to detail made it apparent that she’d make a great
team member. As a tutor and assistant, Freda makes
sure that kids AND adults achieve their best.

KIMBERLY JOHNSON
BEANSPROUTS AFTER SCHOOL
PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Radishes are ravishing, especially in easter egg colors.
Kim’s passion is teaching children the joy of growing
their own food. Before moving to New York, she
co-founded a small, grassroots nonprofit in Tampa,
Florida. “Gardens in Roam” constructed raised-bed
vegetable gardens and greenhouses for social service
organizations, and provided interactive classes on
sustainable agriculture, cooking, and nutrition. As
Farm Educator and Program Director, Kim shares her
love of gardening with children of all ages.

MORGAN SCHMEL
BEANSPROUTS AFTER SCHOOL
GROUP LEADER
Kooky and curly as kale.
A Brooklyn native, Morgan came to City Growers after
spending a year in France teaching English and working
on organic farms. With years of experience working
with children in classroom settings, she became a
Group Leader in the Beansprouts After School program.
Morgan’s passion for education, the environment, and
fresh produce gets kids excited about living healthy and
sustainable lives—and getting their hands dirty.

22
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ELLICE LEE

GEORGIA MALONEY

CHAIR

DIRECTOR

Revels in the earthiness of root vegetables.
As Art Director of Philomel Books, Ellice designs books
for children and teens as well as graphic collateral for
nonprofits. She loves kids, farms, and education, and
thinks that having all three on rooftops is incredibly
compelling. Ellice believes City Growers’ work enhances
not only the mind/body/soul, but also the community
at large.

Cucumbers are my jam.
Georgia is Corporate Social Responsibility Manager at
Marsh & McLennan Companies where she focuses on
colleague engagement and corporate responsibility
reporting. Growing up in a rural area, agriculture had always
been a part of Georgia’s life. She sees City Growers as
vital to bringing urban kids the same agricultural and
environmental experiences she had.

REID BELFORD

ANASTASIA COLE
PLAKIAS

VICE-PRESIDENT
Thinks brussel sprouts are delicious.
Reid is a Senior Corporate Development Professional
at Swiss Re Ltd., focused on M&A and strategic growth
opportunities. During his formative years, Reid spent
his summers living as a part-time hunter-gatherer
with his godfather in Maine, collecting blueberries for
breakfast, fly fishing for dinner, and learning about
nature, food and how he/we fit into the natural cycle.
Reid sees City Growers as a great opportunity to
bring those lessons to inner-city kids right in their
own backyard.
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DIRECTOR
Artichoke aficionado.
Anastasia is Co-Founder and Vice President of Brooklyn
Grange Rooftop Farm, and a Co-Founder of City
Growers. A passionate and outspoken crusader for urban
agriculture, Anastasia’s work focuses on how Brooklyn
Grange engages with the public so as to create strong
and meaningful connections between the farm and the
communities it serves. A native New Yorker, Anastasia is
dedicated to making the city that raised her a greener and
more sustainable place to live.

HANNAH OROWITZ

ANDRES LEDESMA

SECRETARY

DIRECTOR

Avocado fiend.
Hannah is an Associate General Counsel, XL Group Ltd,
where her practice focuses on corporate governance,
securities, and general corporate matters. Growing up,
she loved spending time on her grandmother’s farm.
Hannah views the opportunity to explore a working
farm without leaving the five boroughs as both unique
and valuable, because it allows for an understanding
of where our food comes from, and how to connect
with nature and science in action.

Toss him a kiwi, splash him with tumeric.
Andres works in the Corporate Affairs Department of Con
Edison, an energy company that serves over three million
customers in New York City and Westchester County.
Andres grew up in Bushwick and learned about food
from his parents who moved to NYC from the Dominican
Republic. His mom grew up on a farm and his dad owned
a grocery store. Today, Andres has a small garden of his
own and believes that NYC is a better place because of
the work of City Growers.

CITY GROWERS ANNUAL REPORT—2017
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VINEY MAYKUT

KIMIKA SERGEANT

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

Enchanted by the duality of a delicate but spicy
nasturtium.
Viney is a fundraising professional with experience
writing and managing foundation, corporate and
government grants for a broad range of mission-driven,
not-for-profit organizations. She cares deeply about
sustainability and believes that teaching children
about gardening and farming is a great way to
encourage healthy behaviors and inspire the next
generation of environmental stewards.

Bok choy is always a good idea.
Kimika is an experienced marketing strategy
professional who specializes in financial services. As
a native New Yorker, Kimika attended schools in
Brooklyn and Manhattan. Because she was that
student who had limited exposure to farms and
agriculture, she understands how valuable the City
Growers mission is. She is committed to expanding
our reach because she believes that all NYC students
should know where food comes from.

ADVISORY BOARD
PALLAVEE PANCHAL
DIRECTOR
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GWEN SCHANTZ
ADVISORY

Okra Obsessed
Pallavee is an Assistant Vice President on the Corporate
Sustainability team at Citi. Her work generally
focuses on the social and environmental efforts
of the company, and specifically on environmental
finance. Pallavee’s passion for City Growers stems
from her thoughts of children as our future and the
essence of building sustainable communities, and that
through environmental education we can be close to
nature even in our sprawling concrete jungle.

Never tires of the surprise of pulling back a leaf
and finding a summer squash.
Gwen is an experienced urban farmer, a long-time
sustainable food advocate, and co-founder of Brooklyn
Grange. As half of the original City Growers team, she is
responsible for the organization’s incorporation. Gwen
is passionate about creating more green space in NYC
and solving urban environmental problems through
the installation of soil and plants.

FRANK RAFFAELE

SUSAN IGER

DIRECTOR

ADVISORY

In Coney Island, rhubarb thrived in the family
garden when nothing else would.
Frank is a serial entrepreneur who grew up in Brooklyn
and Queens. His latest venture is COFFEED, a locallysourced, socially-minded cafe on the ground floor of
Brooklyn Grange’s flagship farm in LIC. Frank loves
watching city kids walk through COFFEED and ascend
six flights above the concrete jungle of Queens to
explore the verdant world of urban agriculture.

Tomato grower, tomato lover.
Susan is an Emmy Award-winning producer who
currently develops and administers public affairs,
science, and arts programming for CUNY-TV’s
broadcast network. Susan sees food at the center
of our existence, and works toward making fresh,
healthy food available and attractive to all people,
particularly children, with City Growers.
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2017

CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION FUNDERS
Dorr Foundation
Foundation for Sustainability and Innovation

OUR
PARTNERS
City Growers thanks each and every one of our corporate and
foundation supporters. Your support is essential to the work we do and
we cannot thank you enough. When you invest in City Growers you
invest in the future of our beautiful city and you invest in the solutions—
to climate change, urban design, industrial agriculture, environmental
degradation—that the youth of today will bring to the table tomorrow.
Thank you!

Dr. Robert and Tina Sohn Foundation
Gilbert Rivera Charitable Foundation
Kettering Family Philanthropies
TD Charitable Foundation
Weyco Group
Con Edison
Patagonia
XL Global Services Inc.
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• 2017 INCOME ANALYSIS •

Government Contributions

$177,113

42%

Program

Program Income

$107,444

26%

Corporate Contribution

$45,601

11%

Foundation & Trust

$39,230

9%

Individual Donations

$23,677

6%

In-Kind Donations

$15,520

4%

Special Events

$ 8,103

2%

Nonprofit Organizations

$2,526

.5%

Other

$2,087

.5%

TOTAL REVENUE
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• 2017 EXPENSE ANALYSIS •

$421,301*

$347,291

80%

Management and General

$53,015

12%

Fundraising

$35,915

8%

TOTAL EXPENSES:

$436,221*

*City Growers changed our fiscal year from calendar to school year, affecting
our funding timeline. The timeline normalizes in FY2018.
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SUMMER IN THE SOIL CAMP EXPANSION
Summer in the Soil Camp combines greening & growing, cooking, green arts,
S.T.E.A.M., and youth development activities for a summer of exploration and
growth. Thanks to generous funding from diverse sources including individual
donations, City Council funding, and corporate and government grants, City
Growers will expand our popular Summer in the Soil Camp to two new sites in
Brooklyn and Queens. 85% of available spots will be reserved for children from
low-income families, who will receive full scholarships to attend camp all summer.

BROOKLYN BEE CORPS

OUR
FUTURE
The future is green and it tastes like honey!
Hint, hint.

Honey bees, bumble bees, mason bees, cuckoo bees: over 200 species of bees
have been found in New York City. Around 30% of food crops and 90% of wild
plants are pollination-dependant, yet the disconnect between bees and their effect
on human and environmental health has led to their decline and, in some species’
cases, extinction. Brooklyn Bee Corps is a summer internship that will provide
local teens with a unique opportunity to actively participate in native plant and
pollinator restoration. By learning to keep bees, identify native and invasive plants,
create pollinator pathways and restore habitats, Brooklyn Bee Corps will cultivate
informed, environmentally literate, and skilled young people.

GREEN AMBASSADORS
City Growers has incorporated peer education into many programs, most notably
our Urban Roots Youth Leaders summer internship. We see teaching, and the
process of preparing to teach, as an effective way to learn, gaining knowledge
and literacy. Next year, City Growers and Queens-based nonprofit HANAC will team
up to build upon the concepts born from Urban Roots. Local Queens youth will
receive agricultural training and explore food systems up on the farm, taking their
newfound knowledge to a middle school, and leading projects and lessons to the
younger students. This partnership will build upon the Urban Roots program, utilizing
HANAC’s vast network of youth programs, senior centers, and schools for recruitment
and potential sites for the Green Ambassadors to transform into lush gardens.
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City Growers harnesses the wonders of nature
to increase environmental and food literacy,
cultivate curiosity, and provide transformative
experiences for urban youth. We use urban
agriculture to teach kids about where food
comes from and why it matters.

CITYGROWERS.ORG

